A NEW MAGNA CARTA

A STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

ON THE PASSING OF THE UNITED  STATES

" LEASE-AND-LEND " BILL

MARCH 12, 1941

March I.     Bulgaria joined the Axis and German troops marched in.
Mr.   John   G.   Winant,   the   new   United   States
Ambassador to Great Britain, arrived in England.
March 2.     Turkish Government closed the Dardanelles except to ships
with Turkish pilots.

Mr. Eden and General Dill flew to Athens to meet the
Greek Premier, who expressed his country's determination
to fight on.

March 4.     Hitler sent a message, reported to be an assurance of
friendship, to Turkey.

Mr, Oliver Lyttelton, President of the Board of Trade,
announced a Government plan for the thinning-out of
' non-essential industries.

March 5.     Britain broke ojf diplomatic relations with Bulgaria.
March 6.     First news of British swoop on Lofoten Islands of
Norway, factories and ships being destroyed and 215
Germans taken prisoner.
March 8,      U.S. Senate passed the " Lease-Lend " Bill

Heavy air raid on London after lull of two months.
Only 789 civilians killed in February raids on Britain.
March 10.    First big success of Britain's defence against the night

bombers* eight raiders being destroyed.
March II.    President Roosevelt signed the " Lease-Lend " Bill.

[March 12, 1941.
THE   Lease-Lend   Bill   became   law   yesterday,   when   it
received the signature  of  the  President.    I am sure the
House would wish me to express on their behalf, and on behalf of
the nation, our deep and respectful appreciation of this monument
of generous and far-seeing statesmanship.
The most powerful democracy has, in effect, declared in solemn
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